
Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

York Ice Machinery 
Company 

 
 

 
 

  
Theatres are listed in alphabetical order by name 

 



 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

86th Street Theatre 
NEW YORK 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 3160 
          Owner: RKO 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation     
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
 



 
           
 

 
 



 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

American Theatre 
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 

 
 

 
 
 
 

          Date Built: 1928  
          Seating Capacity: 1800 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system  

 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Astor Theatre 
NEW YORK 

 

 
 

 1908 
 

          Date Built: 1906  
          Seating Capacity: 1141 
          Owner: Wagenhuis & Kemper 
          Architect: George W Keister 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system  



 
 

 
 

1925 



 
 

1916 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Capitol Theatre 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

 

 
 

Note the “Tons of Ice” advertisement; “Refrigerating Capacity equal to melting 150,000 tons of ice a day.” 
 
  

          Date Built: 1926  
          Seating Capacity: 1141 
         Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
         Refrigeration: York CO2 system 75 TR 

 



 Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Capitol Theatre 
READING, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1920 
          Seating Capacity: 2400 
          Owner: Wilmer & Vincent Circuit 
          Architect: Hoffman & Henon 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation     
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
 



 
           



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Chester Theatre 
NEW YORK 

 
 

 
 

 
 
          Date Built: 1927  
          Seating Capacity: 2473 
         Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system  

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Colonial Theatre 
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1920 
          Seating Capacity: 2200 
          Owner: Wilmer & Vincent 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corp 1925             
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Earle Theatre 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1924  
          Seating Capacity:  2768 
          Architect: Hoffman-Henon 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system  



           
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Earle Theatre 
WASHINGTON D.C. 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1924 
          Seating Capacity: 1850 
         Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corp 1925             
         Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Fox Theatre 
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1931 
          Seating Capacity: 2300 
          Owner: Fox 
          Architect: Robert C Reamer 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation   
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system    



        
 

Fox Spokane 

 

 
 

Air conditioning air washer installation by York Ice Machinery 1932 
From The Legend of York International, page 65 



 
 

Architect’s drawing from 1930 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Fox Theatre 
WASHINGTON, DC 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 3432 
          Owner: Fox 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation             
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
           



                         
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

1931 
 
 

 

 
 

1927 



 

 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Indiana Theatre 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

 

 
 
  

          Date Built: 1917  
          Seating Capacity: 3133 
          Owner: Unknown 
          Architect: Evans Woolen 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system  



 

 
 



 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Kings Theatre 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1929 
          Seating Capacity: 3398 
          Owner: Loews Inc 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation               
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
 



 
 



 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

Lawndale Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 2000 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corp            
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Orpheum Theatre 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Top left 1932 

 
 

          Date Built: 1852 Music Hall, Renovated 1910 
          Seating Capacity: 2763 
          Owner: Marcus Loew 
          Architect: Thomas Lamb 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation  
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 



 
 

Orpheum Boston 
 



 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Palace Theatre 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1922 
          Seating Capacity: 2473 
          Owner: Keith 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation   
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system     



 
 

 
 

1922 advertisement 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Rivoli Theatre 
MUNCIE, INDIANA 

 
 

 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 2500 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corp     
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Rochester Theatre 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 

 
 

 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 3581 
          Owner: Schine’s Chain then Loews 
          Architect: Possibly Thomas Lamb 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation   
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system     
 



 

 
 

Rochester Theatre, Rochester NY 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Stanley Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 3287 
          Owner: Stanley Chain 
          Architect: Hoffman & Henon 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation  
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
           



 

 
 



 
 
 Stanley Baltimore  
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 

Stanley (later Stanton) Baltimore being demolished 1965 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

The End 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Stanley Theatre 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1921 
          Seating Capacity: 2916 
          Owner: Stanley Chain 
          Architect: Hoffman & Henon 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation  
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
           



 
 

Stanley Philadelphia just prior to the opening 
 



 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

Stanley Theatre 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1928 
          Seating Capacity: 3886 
          Owner: Stanley Chain 
          Architect: Hoffman & Henon 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation  
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
          Status: Changed to a Performing Arts Centre 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

State Theatre 
EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 1824 
          Owner: Keith 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corp         
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 



 
           



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

State Theatre 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 3881 
          Air Conditioning: Shipley Construction, Brooklyn             
          Refrigeration: York 300 TR CO2 system* 
 
 
                 *Information from The Legend of York International, page 56  
 
 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

State Theatre 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

 

 
 

 1921 
 

          Date Built: 1921  
          Seating Capacity: 2589 
          Owner: Loew’s 
          Architect: Thomas Lamb 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system  



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

State Theatre 
PIITSBURGH, PENNYSYLVAIA 

 

   

          Date Built: 1926  
          Seating Capacity: 727 
          Owner: Clark 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system  

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

State Theatre 
SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 1352 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corp            
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Texan Theatre 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1925 
          Seating Capacity: 1393 
          Owner: Will Horwitz 
          Architect: Henry F Jonas & Tabor 
          Original air conditioning: Carrier with centrifugal chiller    
          1925 also serving chilled water tank in Iris Theatre 
         
  Note: A 1928 York Advert features the Texan as having 
          CO2 refrigeration (addition or replacement?) 



 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Winter Gardens Theatre 
NEW YORK 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1922 
          Seating Capacity: 1533 
          Architect: Herbert J Krapp 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corp          
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

World Theatre 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1922  
          Seating Capacity: 2000 
          Owner: World Realty Company 
          Architect:  C Howard Crane 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Company 
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system  

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

York Factory from 1901 catalogue 


